[Relationship between new TNM classification and the prognosis and biological behavior of gastric cancer].
To determine the clinical value of 1997 TNM classification of gastric cancer. 334 cases of gastric cancer with regional lymph node metastasis were used to determine the relationship between new TNM classification and the prognosis and biological behavior compared with old classification (1987). The 5-year survival rates of the old pN(1), pN(2) were 49.6% and 33.5% respectively; those of the new pN(1), pN(2), pN(3) were 48.5%, 24.1% and 5.6% respectively. There was a highly significant difference in survival in different new pN groups (P < 0.01). The new pN classification was correlated with the depth of cancer invasion, as well as the macroscopic type, growth pattern and serosal type (P < 0.01). Multivariate COX model analysis showed that the new pN classification was the most significant independent prognostic factor. The new TNM classification is not only an objective, simple and reproducible system, but also a significant prognostic index for gastric cancer superior to the old classification.